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number is estimated to increase to 50 
million people by 2020. 

NEI benefits children born with eye 
diseases and vision loss, as well as 
older citizens and everyone else that 
fits in between. NEI actively works to 
predict, prevent, and preempt aging 
eye disease and visual impairment 
thereby enabling more productive lives 
and reducing vision costs. 

The National Eye Institute is the 
world leader in basic research with the 
National Institutes of Health’s Human 
Genome Project to translate discov-
eries of genes related to eye disease 
and vision impairment which com-
promises one-quarter of genes, discov-
ered to date, into diagnostic and treat-
ment modalities. 

The NEI has been a leader in collabo-
rative research with so many private 
funding entities such as the human 
gene therapy trial with the Foundation 
Fighting Blindness, or this lead organi-
zation known as FFB, for individuals 
with Leber congenital amaurosis, a 
rapid retinal degeneration that blinds 
infants in their first year of life. This 
trial has demonstrated measurable vis-
ual improvement even with initial 
safety trials. 

I am a big supporter of the Founda-
tion Fighting Blindness, and the work 
that they have done in the past con-
tinues to carry out in our daily lives. 
This resolution recognizes the 40 years 
of service from the National Eye Insti-
tute and commends them for their 
leadership while supporting their mis-
sion to prevent blindness and save and 
restore vision. 

Additionally, this resolution des-
ignates 2010 through 2020 as the ‘‘Dec-
ade of Vision’’ to maintain awareness 
in the next decade of public health 
challenges associated with vision im-
pairment and eye disease, as well as to 
emphasize the need for prevention and 
early detection, access to treatment, 
and rehabilitation. 

Lastly, we commend the National Al-
liance for Eye and Vision Research for 
its efforts to expand awareness of the 
incidence and economic burden of eye 
diseases through this Decade of Vision 
initiative. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of sup-
porting not only this 40th anniversary 
but also to say that the United States 
Congress has what I believe is a real-
istic opportunity to work with the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to make 
sure that we continue to push the enve-
lope for people who are in this country 
and around the world who are counting 
on research and development to cure 
blindness during this Decade of Vision. 
I encourage all of my colleagues to 
vote in favor of this resolution. 

I thank the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin for her concentrated and special 
support of blindness issues. I look for-
ward to working with her. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I would 

now like to yield 3 minutes to a fellow 
member of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee and a champion of vision 
issues, Mr. GREEN of Texas. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. I would 
like to thank my colleague, who is a 
diligent and hardworking member of 
our Energy and Commerce Committee, 
for sponsoring H.R. 366, celebrating the 
Decade of Vision and the National Eye 
Alliance’s 40th anniversary. 

As co-Chair of the Congressional Vi-
sion Caucus with a particular interest 
in vision health, I strongly support the 
National Eye Institute, which serves as 
the lead NIH institute that manages 
our Nation’s commitment to save and 
restore vision. 

NEI research has contributed to the 
development of several critical thera-
pies and interventions that are helping 
to slow the progression of vision im-
pairment. In some cases, these thera-
pies are helping to restore sight for in-
dividuals who may otherwise have lost 
their vision. Treatments for diabetic 
retinopathy that were developed by 
NEI researchers save our health care 
system more than $1.6 billion annually. 
Other NEI-funded research is resulting 
in treatments and therapies that are 
slowing the progression of vision im-
pairment; in some cases, vision loss is 
even restored. 

Starting next year, the first wave of 
the 78 million baby boomers will begin 
turning 65 years old, an age of elevated 
risk for aging eye disease. Coupled with 
the disproportionate incidences of eye 
disease in the African American and 
Hispanic populations and the increased 
incidence of diabetic eye disease, the 
NEI will be challenged more than ever 
to fund basic and clinical research that 
results in treatment and therapies. 

As demonstrated by its past history, 
I am confident that the NEI will rise to 
this challenge, and, of course, we in 
Congress must work to ensure that it is 
adequately funded so that it can con-
tinue its research that benefits the 
health—and vision health—of all Amer-
icans. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to close by recognizing just a few of the 
champions of eye health and the war-
riors against eye disease from the dis-
trict that I have the privilege of rep-
resenting. And I know, like my co-
author, Congressman SESSIONS, we 
were drawn to this issue because of pio-
neering things that are happening in 
each of our respective districts. 

Dr. Paul Kaufman is a leading eye re-
searcher at the University of Wis-
consin, Madison, and a major partner 
of the National Eye Institute. And I 
want to commend and recognize his 
groundbreaking research. 

Also, a technology called BrainPort 
is being developed in my district by a 
company called Wicab with the support 
of National Eye Institute funding, and 
this technology is helping the blind to 
find new ways to process visual infor-
mation. These sort-of breakthroughs 
are so exciting and really go back to 
the importance of celebrating the ac-
complishments to date and the future 
potential through the National Eye In-
stitute with our support. 

Again, I commend my colleagues’ 
support of this resolution. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 366. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. Votes will 
be taken in the following order: 

H.R. 2470, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 780, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 2247, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 403, de novo. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER ROY H. 
BOEHM POST OFFICE BUILDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 2470, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2470. 

This will be a 15-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 417, nays 0, 
not voting 16, as follows: 

[Roll No. 340] 

YEAS—417 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Adler (NJ) 
Akin 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Austria 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 

Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boccieri 
Boehner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Bright 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 

Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Cantor 
Cao 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Castle 
Castor (FL) 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
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